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Introduction

Portable Amateur Radio operation can enhance
your enjoyment of almost any outdoor activity
and provide an even greater incentive to get out
and about, see our beautiful country, meet
interesting people and live a healthier lifestyle.
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Introduction

Portable operation is easy, fun, safe, healthy and
worth doing. Take your radio gear along with
you the next time to venture out. You will be
surprised what you can do with a portable
Amateur Radio setup.

But first, here are a few tips and tricks to help
you get the most out of your next radio
expedition. Good luck!
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Prepare it

Create a checklist of everything you’ll need. It is
the obvious things you forget. Revise it as you go.

Check and service your car, caravan, tent,
backpack, camping gear or whatever it is you
need

Work on your touring, camping, bushwalking or
hang-gliding skills, or whatever it is you do

Figure out when, where and how you can
responsibly include Amateur Radio operation into
your trip
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Amateur Radio Trip Checklist

Radio Accessories Bag
Antenna Analyser/Cable
RF Adapters (20)

Digital Power Meter

DC Power Cables
Bluetooth GPS & USB Cable
Laptop DC Power Supply
RG-58 Patch Cables (4)
Antenna Switch

Antenna Bag
Harness(2)/Pegs(20)/Mallet
Robostick

Dipole Reel

PVC Tape

Scissors

Braid Reels (2)
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Amateur Radio Trip Itinerary

Friday:
Leave home
MARTG meeting
Leave MARTG
Bottleshop Net on 3590
Arrive Mt Hickey VK3/VN-015
Camp overnight

Saturday:
Walk into Activation Zone
Setup rigs/antennas. Coffee.
Activate SOTA
Pack up rigs/antennas
Drive to My Piper VK3/VN-028
Walk into Activation Zone
Setup rigs/antennas. Lunch.
Activate SOTA
Pack up rigs/antennas

Portable operation checklist and itinerary




Prepare it

* Get your radio gear, power supply, cables and
antenna setup working properly at home first

 Make sure your equipment is safe, sound,
protected and will survive the expected
conditions

* Try a practice portable session at your local
park (STCA)
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Prepare it

Plan your route, distances, travel times and
operating periods

Create a relaxed itinerary and have a bad weather
contingency plan

Use Google Earth satellite view to locate access
roads, walking tracks, camp sites, facilities and
trees

Checkout good portable operating spots including
mountain peaks, coastline, lakes, rivers and parks

Pack everything, fuel the car and charge your
batteries the day before you go
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Share it

Take someone with you: Involve them in your
radio station set up, operations and logging

Inform other Amateurs of your trip; invite
them along or invite them to meet you there.

Travel in a radio-linked convoy or meet at pre-
arranged checkpoints

Drop in on Amateurs who live along the way
and show them your portable setup
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Share it

Post your trip details on Yahoo groups:
KRMNPA, VKWWEFF, SOTA etc

Post alerts on Parks N Peaks and SOTAwatch
websites

Create your own website with all the details of
yvour trip and then send around links via e-mail

Advertise your expedition on the weekly WIA
News Bulletin



A Home Mail News Finance Sport estyle Entertainment Travel Weather Mobile

YAHOQ! 2 Search Conversations

GROUPS

Groups Home

krmnpa 1 v S0y

SOTA _Australia a2 b b ’ £ | Heathcote-Graytown
WIEL ek a E. ¥l NationalPark
Int_Mus . ot | B 3 ) Lﬂfq}&gﬂ776
LTspice oo+ i 47«} ﬂ‘"\ 3" 5 ey SiRL T (i
barretiqmac Kelth Roget Memorlal Natlon

All My Groups ) © Restricted Group, 76 members

Manage My Groups

% Conversations (@ Photos W Files @ About  More v Membershpv @

Create a Group +

5 Topics Messages Message# Q (e Actions v [# New Topic

Privacy

_ : Two Grand Slam Awards a... T, i

e Hi Tony, Thanks to you and all the others on this forum for your very kind words, but it has to be said that it was g 1op See All>

Feedback you, Tony, who introduced Julie and me to . :

Helo Vk3ysp + 12:48am » #1560 Two Grand Slam Awards achieved! 7 Posts

Blog Activation Weekend update on A.. 10 Posts
: Two Grand Slam Awards a... Delete Lke Eildon, Insert... 4 Posts
Congratulations, Joe and Julie!! xoxo You guys certainly get out there promoting the hobby and because of you St Arnaud 14 Posts
both, | started taking an active interest in Terrick Terrick NP activation 4 Posts
geobutterfly79 + 10:30 pm * #1559

: Two Grand Slam Awards a... 201 6 SUbaru WRX

Congratulations Julie and Joe, what an effort, well done. You both certainly contributed to mine, and no doubt

many others, achi evmg various KRMNPA hunter

vkSay + 7:53pm * #1553 Our Best WRX Yet! Test Drive
It's Raw Power For Yourself.

: Two Grand Slam Awards a..

Hi all, Two very worthy recipients \,ongratulatlons Julie and Joe. Cheers, Paul, VKSPAS.

vkSpas * 5:47 pm * #1557 i
Re: Two Grand Slam Awards a... -
Hi Julie and JoeCongratulations to you both. It is a great achievement and | always like having contacts with

you both and you have enabled me to add quite a
John Dawes + 1:07 pm * #1556

Re: Two Grand Slam Awards a...

Congratulations Julie and Joe! It has been a pleasure working you from many parks and meeting both of you at
various places during your,oumeys 73 Peter

Peter Fraser * 12:27p

Yalhoo @[F@QJ]L@S for KRMNRA/SOTA/WWEE/IMW ete




VK Spots VKAlerts VKHistory VKWWFF KRMNPA SANPCPA VKQRP VK Summits

KRMNPA Status

Last Update - Tue, 18 Aug 2015 0:50 UTC - Tue, 18 Aug 2015 10:50 AEST

You are logged in as VK3YSP. Local SOTA Spots. All Audio Alerts.

| Add Spot || Delete Spot || Add Alert || Edit Alert || Edit User Data || Logout |

Current KRMNPA Activity
Upecoming KRMNPA Activity

Thu, 15 Oct 2015 Afternoon VE3VTH/P on 7.105 SSB in Lower Goulburn NP

Sat,
Sat,
Sat,

Sat,

Sat, 14 Nov 2015 All Day VE3BYD/P on 7.032 SSB in Burrowa-pine Mountain NP also sota trip, Sat and Sun check for updates on sota watch

Sat,

Sat,

Sat, 14 Nov 2015 Morning VK5PAS/3 on 7.144 SSB in Port Campbell NP KRMNPA Activation Weekend. Also VKFF-420

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Sun

14 Nov 2015 Afternoon VEK3VTH/P on 7.105 SSB in Alfred NP Activation weekend
14 Nov 2015 Morning VK3VTH/P on 7.105 SSB in Coopracambra NP Activation weekend
14 Nov 2015 Afternoon VK3PMG/P on 7.100 SSB in Little Desert NP

14 Nov 2015 Morning VK3FQSO on 7.100 SSB in Kara Kara NP

14 Nov 2015 All Day VK3YSP/P on 7.095 SSB in French Island NP
14 Nov 2015 All Day VE3FOWL on 7.095 SSB in French Island NP

, 15 Nov 2015 Afterncon VKaPMG/P on 7.100 SSB in Grampians NP

, 15 Nov 2015 Morning VK3VTH/P on 7.105 S5B in Croajingolong NP Activation weekend
, 15 Nov 2015 Afternoon VK3VTH/P on 7.105 SSB in Lind NP Activation weekend

, 15 Nov 2015 All Day VEK3YSP/P on 7.095 SSB in French Island NP

, 15 Nov 2015 All Day VK3FOWL on 7.095 SSB in French Island NP

ParksNPeaks Website by Allan VK3HRA

Solar=Terrestrial Data
2159 GHT
onditions

gright Paul L Her

Active Blogs

VK1DA
VK1EM
VK1INAM
VK2I0
VKa2JI
VK3ARR
VK3HN
VK3HRA
VK3IL
VK3YY
VK5BJE
VK5PAS

VK Groups

VECW.net

VK QRP Club
SOTA Australia
SOTAVK1
SOTAVE2
SOTA VK3
KEMNPA
SANPCPA
WWEFF

Links
Space Weather

SOTAWatch
SOTA Mapping Project



SOTAwatch2

Home | Spots | Alerts | Summits | Reflector | Website | Database | Video
Photos | Recent Info | Shop | Mapping | Facebook
This page refreshes every 1 minute. Last updated 00:53:00 UTC.

Latest Spots

>> more spots

Tue 00:42 WOMNA & WOERI on WOM/SF-001 7.190 ssb
QRT. May come back later yet this day. (Posted by WOMNA)

Tue 00:35 WOMNA & WOERI on WOM/SF-001 7.190 ssb
Please work us both. (Posted by WOMNA)
WOMNA & WOERI on WOM/SF-001 14.347 ssb
Please work us both. (Posted by WOMNA)

Mon 23:11 NSYAV on W4A/PT-001 14.346 ssb
McCoy calling CQ (Posted by KC3RT)

Mon 22:42 WBOUSI/P on W7N/ES-093 14.0615 cw

QRT got enough - conditions poor THANKS CHASERS !!! {Posted by WBOUSI)

Mon 22:38 IW2ZNHE on EAB/TF-001 14.285 ssb
From 18/08 at 9 utc +\- 1 h (Posted by IW2ZNHE)

Upcoming Activations

Tue 00:45 WOMNA &WOERI on WOM/SF-001
Work us both, please. (Posted by WOERI)
Tue 02:30 VK1VIC on VK1/AC-037
First activation (Posted by VK1VIC)
Tue 08:15 GWBXYJ on GW/MW-028
Time +-30 mins (Posted by G8XYJ)
Tue 08:30 GOEVV/P on G/NP-023 7.033-cw,7.118-55b,5.398-s5b,10.118-¢
(Posted by GOEVY)

Tue 09:00 MOFMF/P on G/SC-?7?
more SC summits, (Posted by MMOFMF)

Tue 09:30 CT2JLS/P on CT/BT-008
(Posted by CT2JLS)

>> more alerts
14.347-s5b,7.190-ssb

146.500-fm

144-ssb,145-fm

14-cw,18-cw,7-cw,7-ssb

7.188-s5b,14.288-55b,145.525-fm

Home | Spots | Alerts | Summits | Reflector | Website | Database
Video | Photos | Recent Info | Shop | Mapping | Facebook

© 2006-2014 Summits On The Air. See our Acceptable Use Policy.

Login: Calisign[ | Password[ | | Register | FAQs

Reflector Latest

SOTA NEWS AUG 2015 Part 2
by G455H, #3 by G4YS5, 15days ago
SOTA NEWS AUG 2015 Part 1
by G45SSH, #2 by GOVOF, 17days ago
SOTA during geomagnetic storr
by KXOR, #14 by MMOFMF, éhrs ago

SOTA Map not working
by YOZMSE, #50 by MWOWML, 4hrs ago

YO/ 2000

by SP9AMH, #15 by GBADD, 5hrs ago
F/AM-697 : Many thanks to Mik
by JG1XMY, 6hrs ago

Visit to Belgium, Germany, Cze
by MWOWML, #2 by G&TUH, Bhrs ago

2 new video ECZAG

by EC2AG, 10hrs ago

Jurg, HB9BIN passed 5000 acti
by HEIBQU, #21 by HESEIN, 10hrs ago
Holiday ECZAGEBEGO Report p
by EC2AG, #2 by G6TUH, 11hrs ago
August 2015 E7/BO activations
by S54MTB, 12hrs ago

G4Y55: Planned Pen-y-Ghent G
by G4YSS, #2 by G455H, 13hrs ago

Advising needed for 14 mhz gp
by EAZCW, #26 by OZ1LQ0, 13hrs ago

>> more topics...

SOTAwatch Welbsite
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Intemalional Museurs Weekend

International Museums Weekends 2015

| Home  Remistaon  2015Sations  PastBvems  SationNumbes  Awards  Foum Info  Cuidelins  History |

List of registered Museums

The list of Museums which have so far registered for INIW 2015

Please Note: If you have a Web link to your own club or museum, we can include it within the list on this page,

if you fill in either or both of the Web link entries in your registration form.

Map of Registered Stations

[Entry [Callsign Museum Dates Town Locator "Fre g/Modes Operators
5002 |GBOSNB Secret Nuclear Bunker 1+2 3+4 [Brentwood/ Ongar JO01DQ |[HF VHF B.R.E.S.
5008 |GB2PPS Papplewick Pumping Station 3 Mansfield I093KB |tHF MMansfield ARS
15013 |GBOYAM [Yorkshire Air Museum 1+2 3+4 [York IO93I MW |tHF CW AM DVARS
(5014 [cB2MOF [East Fortune Museum of Flight 1+2 Haddington LO85PX |tHF Cockenzie &Port Seton ARC
5016 |GB2ZNWA North Weald Airfield 1+2 3+4 [North Weald JO01BR |tHF VHF EFARS
5021 |GB20WM Orkney Wireless Museum 3+4 Kirkwall TO88MX |[HF GM3IBU
5023 |GB2NAM North East Aircraft Museum 1+2 INr. Sunderland 1094GW |tHF VHF B. Aucklnd. RAC
5024 |GB2CPM Amberley Museum & Heritace Centre 1+2 3+4 |Arundel, Sussex TO90RV [HF Amberley Museum's ARC
115026 |GB4SMH RAF Signals Museum 1+2 3+4 |Hitchin Herts TO92UA |tHF RAF Henlow ARC
5038 |oB2RN HMS Belfast 142 3+4 |London I091XM |HF VHF CW e e
5066 |GBOHMG Harlow Museum 1+2 3+4 |[Harlow TO01BS |HF VHF CW PSK Harlow & DARS
5071 |GBORMM Roval Marines Museum 3+4 Portsmouth TO90LS [VHF CW Horndean & DARC
5077 |GB2POW [Eden Camp 1+2 3+4 [Malton 10940D |HF VHF CW E Peterlee ARC
5093 |GB2ATM [East Anglia Transport Museum 1+2 [Lowestoft TO02TK |[HF VHF Lowestoft District & PYE ARC
5099 [GBOFP Fort Paull 142 3+4 [Hull I093VR |HF VHF PSK Humber Fortress DX ARC
[5109 |GBOBAB Burtonwood Air Base Museum 3+4 [Warrington 1083QJ |HF VHF Warrington ARC
5124 |[GBSCC Conisborough Castle 1+2 3+4 |Doncaster [O931L |tHF VHF CW IRLP MMexborough & D.AR.S
5134 |GBOAPS [Abbey Pumping Station Museum 3+4  |Leicester T092KP |HF SSTV Leicester RS
5166 |GB2RRM Ramsey Rural Museum 3+4 [Ramsey, Cambridgeshire 1092WK |HF VHF CW Huntingdonshire ARS
5167 |GB2MOP nternal Fire Museum of Power 1+2 3+4 [Cardigan, Wales 1072SC |tHF VHF CW GW7EUL (Mike)
5179 |GB4WWM Wellesbourne Wartime Museum 2.4 Wellesbourne, Warwick TO92DE |[HF IGOMRH
15180 |GB2MKM The Milton Keynes Museum 1+2 Milton Keynes 10920B |tHF MIEPM

International Museunms Weekencd Website
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INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND

Home Guidelines Entry Form Entrants List 2016 Light Numbers Statistics Rejects Entrants Lists Archive Contact Webmaster

Details
Last Updated on Tuesday, 18 August 2015 00:48
Published on Friday, 12 June 2015 11:08

Hits: 1413
19th ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE/ LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND
0001 UTC 20th AUGUST 2016 TO 2400 UTC 21st AUGUST 2016 (48 hours or part thereof).
OFFICIAL LIST OF ENTRANTS - 2016 Total= 42
Contact event organizer, (Kevin VK2CE): Click here. Google Earth File: download here:é
ILLW Lighthouse/Lightship numbers are: HERE. See also the "Guidelines™ about Numbers. Callsign Lookups:HERE
Event Spotter Page: Here.

Country call Lighthouse Name ILLW No. QsSL Route and other info. web
Argentina LUGDM Faro Punta Medanos ARGO12 Direct +SASE see web site or QRZ.com Web
) ) SASE Juan Peron 285 Concepcion del Urugay Entre Rios

Argentina LU9IMG Stella Maris ARGB20

3260
Argentina LW3DSR Querandi ARGB34 PO Box 265, CP7608. See web site Web
Australia VK2ATZ Norah Head AUBB24 Buro (Westlakes ARC) Web
Australia VK3DX Lady Bay Upper & Lower AUBB4A9-96 |QRZ.com web
Australia VK3TH Cape Liptrap AUee37 Buro or direct.
Australia VK3TILH Cape Wickham, King Island AUBBS2 QSL manager VK3CAM via buro
Australia VK3SPL Split Point lighthouse AUBB32 Buro Web
Australia VK3VTH /7 Currie Light, King Island AUBO16 Buro

International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend Website
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LogSearch

Home (Search) | My Awards | Top Operators | Reference Report | Who’s Who | FAQs

WWFF Log Search

For discussion, activation alerts or to report any problems or make suggestions in the WWFF Forum

Service Status

2015-07-27: Spanish Activator and Hunter awards, EAFF-A and EAFF-H, now available through LogSearch!
2015-05-26: Release v1.00-00 of an Excel template for CSV log files can be downloaded.

Activators please check your stats for any missing activation logs... and let us have any missing ones!

Login Successful!
Welcome back.

Search Logs Latest Awards Issued Latest Log Uploads
Callsign: |
VK3YSP SPFF-H-414 SAAFM 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-07-10 - 2015-08-16
@Hunter OActivator WWFF-H-44 DF2AJ 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-08-16 - 2015-08-17
WWFF-H-2244 ONSSY 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 0000-00-00
Display: .
SPFF-H-36 Y0O2ADQ 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-07-11 - 2015-07-26
WWFF-H-4444 ES1IP 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-07-25 - 2015-07-26
Search Reset =
SPFF-H-804 SP1MVG 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-08-06
MNote: search will include any suffixes (eg /A, /M., /P etc) WWFF-H-352 SASBVE 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-08-11
OEFF-H-Bronze HADML 2015-08-17 2015-08-17 2015-08-07 - 2015-08-09

YUFF-003
EAFF-127

OKFF-0813
OKFF-0021
OKFF-0021
OKFF-0068
OKFF-0988
OKFF-0371

Worle Wide Flora & Fauna LogSearch Welsite

Find us on

Facebook

YT2AZD/P
EASKB/P
OK1IN/P
OK1IN/P
OK1IN/P
OK1HCG/P
OKAXZIP
QKAXZIP



Share it

Pre-arrange mobile and night-time QSO
schedules with your buddies

Use APRS to regularly broadcast your GPS
location to others

Have QSOs on the way: It reduces fatigue,
shortens the trip and lets everyone know your
ETA.

Call in on local repeaters. See who is about and
let them know where you are heading.

Create your own following and share the fun with
everyone
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Enjoy it

 The long journey there and back is just as
important as the short portable operation

* Leave early, refreshed, and don’t be in a hurry
to get there

* Think about where you are, not just where
you want to be. Enjoy the moment.



ALLEE FOWL
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Enjoy it

 Take the scenic route, visit a lookout, have a
picnic, smell the roses

* Play I-Spy, sing songs, stop for geocaching,
especially with the kids

* Practice your SOTA and DX code of conduct
procedures on the air



Taking the scenic route...




4WD Track Closed
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..Damn it!



Enjoy it

Operate calmly; work the pile up first, then
QSY to have a rag-chew with your mates

Stay QRV for the afternoon if you can, try
different bands and modes. Make a snack and
boil a billy.

Camp overnight, work some rare DX without
all of the city QRN

Wake up early, go fishing or bushwalking and
checkout the surrounding area
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Heading off on a amateur radio fishing trip
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Portable operation at Lake Jindabyne NSW
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Be responsible

Get a signed Letter of Introduction from your
club

Check your club’s Public Liability Insurance

Get a copy of the club’s Certificate of Cover.
Some venues will mandate it.

Drive and park your vehicles responsibly. Close
all gates. Don’t scare animals or disturb the
peace.



Public liability insurance letter of cover and letter ofintroduction




Be responsible

* Apply for a council permit — check the bi-laws
for the setting up of stalls and the placing of
signage

 Make a courtesy call to the property owners
when you arrive on the site

e Get the property owners to sigh a permission
certificate, waiving their responsibilities of
course



Lettekof permission anc cound



Be responsible

Conduct setup and operations professionally
and safely

Set up your station in plain view but away
from public thoroughfares

Observe Total Fire Ban restrictions and all
signs

Leave the site as you found it, or even better:
Bring along a garbage bag an clean up any
litter
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Be safe

Tell others where you are going and when you
intend to return

Bring adequate clothing, hats, sunscreen,
maps and a first-aid kit

Check the weather forecast and the weather
radar

Get a hands-free mobile kit for operating in
the car



Sarety gear: Hats, sunscreen, headlamps, 1irst aicd kit



Be safe

Have a break on long trips, share the driving,
stop for coffee and a snack

Avoid storms, lightning, bushfires, camp fires,
falling branches, snakes and cliffs

Exercise great caution with batteries especially
LiPo and LiFePo4.

Read battery warnings carefully. Don’t short,
overcharge or over discharge any battery.






Be safe

Pack portable batteries carefully. Don’t carry
them in your pockets. Don’t drop them.

Don’t compromise the integrity of your car
firewall or its electrical wiring

Connect direct to your car battery via your
own fused cables. Keep them away from hot
surfaces.

Use lightning protection, grounding and heavy
ground cables
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Be safe

Use overcurrent protection on your auxiliary
battery to avoid car fires

Avoid tripping, electric shock and EMR hazards

Use caution tape and keep-out signs around
your guywires and pegs

Lock your car, remove your valuables and hide
your stuff from view if you leave the campsite
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Safety First!




Be heard

There is not much point going portable and/or
QRP if no-one can hear you.

You often have a low-noise receive advantage,
but a low-power transmit disadvantage

Carefully consider your frequency, TX power,
mode, antenna type, time of day and
propagation

The easiest solution is to bring along the best
antenna you can carry, and to rig it well



Flat-top antenna using squid poles



Be heard

Rig antennas in a clear area as high as possible
using masts, squid poles or available trees

You can get up to 9m with a mast or squidy or
up to 20m with a line launcher and available
trees

A flat-top centre-fed dipole is 3db better than
an inverted V or an end-fed at the same height

Resonant single band antennas are always
better than non-resonant multi band antennas



§- L SR ST

/ Rt
wp b

AN
(BANT




Be heard

Use parallel line and an ATU on non-resonant
antennas, or thin coax line on resonant antennas

Try CW or digital modes

Experiment with bands, operating times,
antennas and propagation at home before you go

Combine awards like KRMNPA and WWEFF with
other contests and be spotted on the DX cluster



e0000 Telstra = 9:19 pm 7 9 W
Spot DXCluster (i)
| LY e] neara il rAa
IZBNWA 14200.0 IBO/IZENWA
1109  iota eu-045 wail l1a-005
IKBTEO 14013.1 6V7S
1109 up 1
R4CA 7011.0 HT5T
1110
K4ED 7202.5
1111 Calling CQ; lonely
PE2K 14070.7 RL70BO
1112 BPSK63
JR1GJP 7011.7 HT5T
1113 cq
1IZ1UJE 14260.0 OH2YOTA
1113  op. Jindra YOTA
MMOXXW 14260.0
1115 swl 59 hr
RM6J 14180.0 RN3F/1/M
1117  RDA NV-06 now
I7WAN 7062.0 IT9OCKW
1117 tnx

@.

DXCluster

DXCluster app




Be seen

Don’t be embarrassed by Amateur Radio — It is a great
hobby and people are genuinely interested

Actively meet and greet onlookers: Spend some time
educating them about Amateur Radio

Introduce Amateur Radio as a rewarding, fun, friendly
and easy to join activity for everyone

Explain what you’re doing, today, and who you are
talking to. Keep them interested, don’t be pushy.

Explain the basic equipment and antennas needed;
Also clubs, meetings, hamfests, contests etc.
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Be seen

Provide an on-air experience: “Would you like to
press this button and say hello to John on the
air?”

Display a world prefix map, a Morse key, AR
magazines, a WIA poster, a FAQ sheet and
pictures

Handout WIA brochures and foundation course
dates and contact details

Talk to park rangers. Explain you’re promoting the
parks and the environment using Amateur Radio.
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Amateur Radio FAQ and Morse~Cocde Chart
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Being seen on the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend




Be smart

Use a mobile network and your smartphone
apps for everything else including...

Make emergency calls, phone calls, send and
receive via SMS, E-Mail, Skype, EchoLink

Get the date and time (in UTC). Find your
scheduled appointments and contacts.

Check the weather forecast, weather radar
and bushfire alerts (FireReady)
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Be smart

Use notes for your checklists and itineraries.
Keep detailed notes on what worked and
didn’t work.

Locate yourself and navigate with GPS, Google
Maps and broadcast your position with APRS

Find nearby repeaters and IRLP nodes. Run
BPSK31 from your phone.

Use a logbook app to store and upload your
QSOs to QRZ or eQSL or LOTW
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Search Sort Tools Tools

Logbook App
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Be smart

* Find out who's on with SOTAwatch, Parks N
Peaks, Yahoo Groups and the DX Cluster

* Google information about local events,
attractions and accommodation

 Make on-line bookings and do Internet
banking
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Be smart

Take pictures and video of your expedition
with the camera

Try Geocaching during the day and Star Walk
at night

Run home surveillance and home control apps

Run a WiFi Hotspot for your other mobile
devices. Get accurate NTP time for JT65.
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Geocache with trinkets, logbook and pencil
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Get you
VHF/UH

Get going

r smartphone and a S50 portable
F handheld and get going, it’s too easy

Add a spare battery and car charger for
extended operation

Add a magnetic base antenna for mobile
operation

Add ap

ortable Yagi antenna for mountain-top

operation
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Minimal portable operation setup



Get going

Get your portable HF setup going next: You'll
need a battery, HF rig and wire antenna

Experiment with different rigs and batteries:
Power vs weight might be important to you

Experiment with different antennas, rigging
and portable masts (e.g. squid poles)

Get serious about road-trips with a proper
mobile HF/VHF/UHF setup
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Get going

Experiment with 12V cabling, auxiliary batteries
and mobile antennas

For weekend/contest work you’ll probably need
auxiliary power and heavy antennas

Experiment with generators, solar panels, better
antennas and higher masts

Don’t forget CW and digital modes. That’s where
the DX is.

Experiment with a laptop, rig interface and
different digital modes: Try JT65 and BPSK31.
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Rigs tor weekene operation



Heavy duty triband rfan digole for weekene operation



ADJUST TAPS TO 80m TO 40m TO 20m
TO SUIT DIPOLE DIPOLE DIPOLE

1.25mm ENAMELLED COPPER WIRE ON 4 X AMIDON FT140-43 FERRITE TOROIDS

Feed system tor fan dipole
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Rigging the fan dipole
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Have fun

 There are many activities specifically for
portable operation

— Awards: KRMNPA, VKWWFF, LGA
— Contests: SOTA, IOTA, JIMMEDC
— Weekends: ILLW, IMW, IAAW, PRAARW

* And many others which can also be worked
while portable
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Working Frenchi Island for IOTA
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Working Melbourne Museum for IIMW.
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Tuternational Mugeums Weekend 2014

14th-15th & 21nd-22rd June

The Museunms diward

This is to Certily That

VK3FOWL
Took Part in the above event fron
o Melbourne Museum

Regjistlere(ﬂ Musewrn No5285

Award :49 Award Manager . .. “Hans ~Sunger ;':'/r:///!(é( ”

Go portable and get your own participation certificates!
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John Moyle

Memorial Field Day
2014

Awarded to:

Julie Gonzales
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VK3FOWL/P
For Sixth Place

As a Portable Station

Single Operator, Phone Only, HF Band Operation and 6 Hour Categories

With a Score of 134 Points during 67 Contacts M /
President: /

Congratulations
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Dawe: &1 5 (2 g Contest Manager:
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Go portable and get your own contest certificates!



Volume 82

Number 8
Septomber 2014
Price: $9.70 incl GST

» Digital ATV in SA

» ATV reception with a cheap dongle
» Power Meter kit: EMR measurements

= Promoting amateur radio on the
I}l ]| * International Museums Weekend

Go portable and write AR articles and blogs albout it}



Learn more

Avoid nightmare tangles in any long coiled
antenna wires: Use PVC tape or Velcro cable ties.

Check your antennas with an antenna analyser.
Height and surroundings effect feed impedance.

Bring tools, spares parts, wire and feed line to
repair any broken antennas and cables

Bring adapters and cables to connect any battery
to any rig to any antenna



POWCT1503BK/100

Cable Tie, Nylon — Black UV
150mm x 3.6mm
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Tool kit for portable operation



Learn more

* For mobile operation: Design your own 50
amp DC distribution system using Anderson

connectors
* Take handhelds on bushwalks. Have several in
a hiking group. Leave one in the car.
* Use an auxiliary battery isolator switch and
_ow Voltage Disconnect unit to avoid flat car
patteries




SunStone

GEL Deep Cycle Battery
Manlne Ge 120AH

12V DEEP CYCLE BATTERY (X2)

Terminal Voltage(V)

12V
Battery
v)
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Temperature:25°C(77 °F)
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DischargeTime

DISCHARGE CURVES
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50A BATTERY CABLE (X2)

50A ANDERSON CONNECTORS

Bigger batteries and cabling for mobile operation
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MAIN BATTERY FUSES (X2) AUXILIARY BATTERY ISOLATOR SWITCH

LOW VOLTAGE DISCONNECT 12V CIRCUIT BREAKER (X2)

Satety ecuipment for mobile operation




50A EXTENSION LEAD
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400W 12V SOLAR PANELS

Solar Charge Controller

SOLAR CHARGE CONTROLLER

MS6172

Digital Power Meter

POWER METER

Solar equipment for mobile operation
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Learn more

Use a safe and legal antenna line launcher: Try our
RoboStick™ MKkII.

Be gentle to trees: Use thick rigging lines and cam-
buckle webbing straps to attach antennas to trees

Tape squid poles at each joint to avoid the catastrophic
collapse scenario.

Remove the top section of a 10m squid pole — you can
use it to toast marshmallows

The heaviest flat-top dipole on two 9m squidies is
20mx22AWG, an FT50-43 balun and RG178 (2mm)
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Learn more

Read the relevant contest rules thoroughly,
every year. They change.

In contests use a CQer on one band while
tuning around on another band

Use paper logs and a waterproof pen for
contests. Transfer to the Internet later.

A JetBoil™ and 300ml| water bottles is the
quickest way to make a hot drink for two on a
cold day



JetBoil™ ane Homelbrew COer



Learn more

Avoid smoky campfires and mosquito infested
Swamps

Bring extra dry clothes, socks and shoes. Bring
gloves for antenna work on cold mornings.

Test your guy ropes and pegs regularly

Use the minimum power to get the job done.
Be prepared for high current drain on digital
modes.
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Portable masts, pegs and PackReels



Learn more

Position solar panels for maximum insolation.
Avoid some noisy MPPT and PWM controllers.

USB chargers and laptop car adapters are noisy.
Try parallel-wound toroids and caps on the input.

Use a gas-capsule lightning arrestor, a ground rod
and heavy ground wire

Drive a 1.5m ground rod, near horizontally just
under the surface of hard soil, and add water

Use short cam-buckle straps to tie together your
radio equipment into one easy-to-hold device




Making base equipment portable



The End — Thank You
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