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Introduction

Since the dawn of Amateur Radio…

Operators have sought to take it along with them.

Using 

Amateur Radio (AR) 
on 

Public Transport (PT)

was inevitable.



History 1975

+

Red Rattler Ken KP-202

Joe VK3YSP went to school by train with a Ken KP-202 
in Feb 1975.



History 1998

Peter VK3YE published “Transmitting on Public
Transport” in Amateur Radio magazine (Dec 1998).
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History 1999

Tony VK3JED created a “Public Transport Mobile”
webpage (May 1999). Excellent site! He identifies a
“Radio On Rails” contest they stated at M&DRC.
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History 2016

Julie VK3FOWL and Joe VK3YSP wrote an article in
Amateur Radio magazine (Oct 2016) about School
Amateur Radio Clubs: “…one day having their own
contests”.

It took us until Nov 2022 to do 
something about it…

“Public Transport On The Air” was 
the result.



Purpose

• Encourage youngsters to get on the air

• Encourage interaction with old-timers

• Promote AR to the general public

• Promote the use of sustainable PT

• Promote the use of VHF/UHF repeaters

• Promote healthy exercise

• Promote accessibility for all operators



Concept

A new OTA activation program with:

• No complex registration or rules

• No site boundaries or accessibility issues

• No complex log file formats

• No favouring activators over chasers

• No expensive equipment needed

• No difficulty getting awards 

• No program stagnation



Rules

You must:

• Use a PT vehicle at some point in your journey

• Use a transceiver and comply with your LCD

• Obey the rules of the PT operator

• Be considerate to other PT users

• Operate responsibly, legally and safely 



Activation 1

• Activate while walking to/from a PT stop

• Activate while waiting at a PT stop

• Activate while travelling onboard a PT vehicle

• Activate while in a park nearby a PT stop

• Activation ceases while at a place of work,
study, shopping, eating, entertainment,
sporting or dwelling etc.



Activation 2

If, and only if, there is no PT in your area, you
are permitted to activate while using the
following routes:

• School Bus

• Mum's Taxi (or Dad's Rustbucket)

• Shanks' Pony (Note: Mr. Shanks did not have a
pony: So this means you walking!



PTOTA on a Train



Activate at a Stop



Activate on a Bus



Activate in a Park



Activation 2

• Activate using any amateur band and any mode

• Activate using repeaters, satellites, Internet links

• On HF: "CQ PTOTA“

• On V/UHF: "This is <callsign>, <mode> Mobile”, or

• “<callsign> Public Transport Portable, listening”

• Signing off: "73, <toot-toot, ding-ding, beep-beep
or splash-splash, depending on your mode of
transport>"



Scoring 1

• Activators log contacts using a mobile browser

• Activators and chasers accrue the same points

• Receive 1 point/unique callsign/PT route/year

• Points reset on 1 January each year

• Certificates are e-mailed to each participant

• Note: Chasers must activate at least once in 
any calendar year to receive a certificate



Scoring 2



FAQ 1

• Say what? You say potato, I say PTOTA!
• PT? A fixed route train, tram, bus, ferry, etc.
• Activator? Using AR on a PT journey.
• Chaser? Using AR to contact an activator.
• Can any country participate in PTOTA: Yes.
• Can you have PTOTA - PTOTA contacts? Yes.
• Can you use HF gear at a park? Yes.



FAQ 2

• Your Email address is for your certificate

• Your Password secures your log entries

• Lost your Password? Just choose a new one.

• Your Email and Password are never shared

• The Route is the vehicle number and name

E.G. 733OAKLEIGH, 733BOXHILL, FLINDERSTREET

N.B. Use the next or last route, when in transit



PTOTA “Management Team”

VK3ARD   VK3FTOM

VK3TET      VK3FOWL



Hints and Tips

• Be respectful to PT staff and members of the public

• What you are doing? "I’m using AR with my friends“.

• Take a copy of your licence with you

• Sit on the window-side nearest the repeater

• Use RepeaterBook app to find the nearest repeaters

• Pre-program your AR for the repeaters/tones required

• Use a PT app/map/timetable to plan your trip

• Avoid morning and afternoon PT rush hour

• Check your seat for any loose AR gear before you leave



Important

• Participation in PTOTA is at your own risk

• Please take all necessary precautions to
operate responsibly, legally and to stay safe at
all times



Results for 2022

Year: 2022, November - December
Activators: 4
Chasers: 121
Activator Ranking (Routes/Contacts):
1. VK3TET(58/214)
2. VK3SRC(17/148)
3. VK3YE(1/4)
4. VK3FUR(1/1)



Results for 2022

Chaser Ranking (Routes/Contacts):
1. VK3SRC(31/31)
2. VK3BKO(16/16) VK3SKT(15/16)
3. VK3JGH(13/13) VK3MSF(13/13) VK3IRV(13/13)
4. VK3TET(11/12)
5. VK3DET(10/10)
6. VK3JN(9/9) VK3ACZ(9/9) VK3CJN(9/9) VK3ARD(9/9)
7. VK3JCO(7/7)
8. VK3GRX(6/6) VK3CWF(6/6)
9. VK3EH(5/5) VK3IK(5/5) VK3DAV(5/5)
10. VK3DQ(4/4) VK3ZD(4/4) VK3UT(4/4) VK3KRL(4/4) VK3DVF(4/4) VK6ADZ/VK3(4/4) VK3AJH(4/4)
11. VK3VM(3/3) VK3ELF(3/3) VK3ZAQ(3/3) VK3JWC(3/3) VK3TZE(3/3) VK3XGA(3/3) VK3PG(3/3) VK3BQ(3/3) 
VK3EEK(3/3) VK3DNS(3/3) VK3TOS(3/3) VK3SGA(3/3)
12. VK3PMV(2/2) VK3HP(2/2) VK3KV(2/2) VK3FITW(2/2) VA5TM(2/2) VK3XEM(2/2) VK3ND(2/2) 
VK3HDX(1/2) VK3TB(2/2) VK3HBG(2/2) VK3ASP(2/2) VK3FTOM(2/2) VK3HKS(2/2) VK3JR(2/2) VK3DEL(2/2) 
VK3VJS(2/2) VK3KRD(2/2) VK3AFJ(2/2) VK3APP(2/2) VK3CWS(2/2) VK3FMDC(2/2) VK3FARW(2/2) 
VK3AT(2/2) VK3GTO(2/2) VK3AEK(2/2)
13. VK3JWU(1/1) VK2HQ(1/1) VK3DGE(1/1) VK3DAE(1/1) VK3ERW(1/1) VK3VDP(1/1) VK3VIP(1/1) 
KB5JJ(1/1) VK3YSK(1/1) VK3EMB(1/1) VK5AV(1/1) VK3MJT(1/1) VK3TCR(1/1) VK3HH(1/1) VK7IAN(1/1) 
VK7DW(1/1) VK3NFT(1/1) VK3YAR(1/1) VK3EO(1/1) VK2JRO(1/1) VK1CM(1/1) VK2KCT(1/1) VK3JH(1/1) 
VK3ARC(1/1) VA3TM(1/1) VK3ET(1/1) VK3NQF(1/1) VK3VL(1/1) VK3AMJ(1/1) VK3CAX(1/1) VK3HV(1/1) 
VK3TSM(1/1) VK3EJ(1/1) VK3JRP(1/1) VK3FCAT(1/1) VK3BDP(1/1) VK3KTT(1/1) VK3BWS(1/1) VK3WMF(1/1) 
VK3YE(1/1) VK3ISRC(1/1) VK3TEN(1/1) VK3XKU(1/1) VK3FJN(1/1) VK3HKF(1/1) VK3FUR(1/1) VK3CMO(1/1) 
VK2PWK(1/1) VK3AWE(1/1) VK3MRG(1/1) VK3IRD(1/1) VK3TIM(1/1) VK3CAS(1/1) VK3AS(1/1) VK3VBI(1/1) 
VK3AJK(1/1) VK3RD(1/1) VK3BA(1/1) VK3NFS(1/1)



PTOTA Certificate
Public Transport On The Air - Participation Certificate

VK3SRC
Has activated 17 routes with a total of 148 contacts

Is placed 2 out of 4 activator places

Has chased 31 routes with a total of 31 contacts

Is placed 1 out of 13 chaser places

PTOTA - 2022
Activators: 4 - Chasers: 121



References

• Ham Radio Mobile Operations c.1919

• VK3YE Transmitting on Public Transport

• VK3JED Public Transport Mobile

• PTOTA: https://www.sarcnet.org/ptota.html

https://hackaday.com/2020/07/16/ham-radio-mobile-operations-circa-1919/
https://vk3ye.com/gateway/nodec98.htm
https://www.qsl.net/vk3jed/pt.html
https://www.sarcnet.org/ptota.html
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